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The	theme	“Looking	Forward,	Looking	Back:	The	Evolution	of	Digital	
Scholarship”	acknowledges	the	changes	to	scholarship	wrought	by	the	
introduction	of	digital	technologies	across	the	disciplines.	

Now	is	an	apt	time	to	reflect	upon	how	digital	scholarship	has	evolved	
over	the	past	decades	and	where	it	may	head	in	the	future.	Scholars	
and	teachers,	poets	and	administrators,	artists	and	community	
members,	are	encouraged	to	reflect	on	the	past	of	digital	scholarship	
and	work	together	to	build	a	future	for	digital	scholarship.



I.	Assumptions/Precursors
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Digital	Scholarship	=	??

It’s	more	than	a	bunch	of	shiny	outcomes

So	we	document	it	accordingly



DS	Multisite	Precursors
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See	ds.lclark.edu/archive/



DS	Multisite:	The	Niche	at	L&C
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II.	Lewis	&	Clark’s	DS	Multisite
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The	What	and	the	Why

JIM	PROCTOR	|	LEWIS	&	CLARK	COLLEGE	|	EVOLUTION	VIA	DEVOLUTION?	|	DS.LCLARK.EDU	|	BUCKNELL	UNIVERSITY	|	17.10.07



The	How	I:	Simple	to	Not	Simple
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Blog Relational	CMS



JIM	PROCTOR	|	LEWIS	&	CLARK	COLLEGE	|	EVOLUTION	VIA	DEVOLUTION?	|	DS.LCLARK.EDU	|	BUCKNELL	UNIVERSITY	|	17.10.07

The	How	II:	WordPress	as	a	Platform

WordPress	Platform

Posts	(Process)
Pages	(Outcomes)

Media	(Images/Documents)

Zotero bibliographies

Google	Sheet	charts

Data	RSS	feeds

Student	peer	posts

Flickr	albums

ArcGIS	maps

YouTube	videos



Sample	Student	Sites
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Sample	Other	Sites
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ENVS	Program	Sites
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III.	Devolutionary	Necessities
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Quick	Survey	I
Technical	&	training	support	I	have	for	my	digital	scholarship	needs
q Support??	(it’s	all	up	to	me)
qWas	great…once	upon	a	time…
q Is	great	when	I	get	it…if	I	get	it…
q Is	great!	I	have	all	I	need
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2011–14
◦ L&C	ENVS	Program	gets	(2nd)	big	Mellon	grant
◦ sge.lclark.edu site	launch

2014–15
◦ Big	Mellon	grant	winding	down
◦ ds.lclark.edu multisite	launch
◦ Yet	no	support	outside	ENVS

2015–17
◦ 1.0	to	0.5	staff	(2015);	0.5	temporarily	to	0.0	staff	(2017)
◦ Part-time	web	consultant	(2016–17)	now	gone	too…ugh
◦ At	this	point	it’s	mostly	the	person	you’re	looking	at
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The	Devolutionary	Timeline
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Devolutionary	Strategy	I:	/help/	Site



/help/	Site	Plugins	&	Themes

JIM	PROCTOR	|	LEWIS	&	CLARK	COLLEGE	|	EVOLUTION	VIA	DEVOLUTION?	|	DS.LCLARK.EDU	|	BUCKNELL	UNIVERSITY	|	17.10.07



JIM	PROCTOR	|	LEWIS	&	CLARK	COLLEGE	|	EVOLUTION	VIA	DEVOLUTION?	|	DS.LCLARK.EDU	|	BUCKNELL	UNIVERSITY	|	17.10.07

Devolutionary	Strategy	II:	/learn/	Site



Devolutionary	Strategy	III:	Templates
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SAAB	tutors
◦ L&C	Student	Academic	Affairs	Board	peer	tutors
◦ Expanded	in	2015	to	include	DS	skills	tutoring
◦ DS	SAAB	tutors	do	training	&	mid-level	support

DS	SAAB	tutor	tasks
◦ One	on	one	student	support
◦ /learn/	site	badge	assessment
◦ Class	(or	overseas	program	orientation)	sessions
◦ Instructor	(or	overseas	program	leader)	consult’s
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Devolutionary	Strategy	IV:	DS	Tutors



Portland	WP	community
◦ Meetup:	>2000	members
◦ Site	admins	to	developers

Recent/upcoming	events
◦ PDX	WordCamp on	L&C	campus
◦ Student-oriented	Meetups
◦ Possible	internships
◦ Possible	mentorships
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Devolutionary	Strategy	V:	PDX	WP	Geeks



Quick	Survey	II
Devolutionary	strategies	that	do	(or	may)	work	for	me
q I:	Super-helpful	online	help
q II:	Self-guided	training	modules
q III:	Starter	templates	
q IV:	Peer	to	peer	mid-level	training/support
q V:	Community	geeks
q VI:	Something	totally	different...
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IV.	ds.lclark.edu in	2020?

…LET’S	TALK:	JPROCTOR@LCLARK.EDU
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