
Ecotourism, Conservation and Power 
in Senegal’s Sine Saloum Delta

I	  met	  and	  interviewed	  many	  people	  connected	  with	  
ecotourism,	  including:	  	  

•  3	  young	  ecotourist	  guides	  from	  Sokone	  
•  3	  managers	  of	  hotels	  incorpora<ng	  principles	  of	  ecotourism	  
•  A	  professor	  of	  ecotourism	  for	  graduate	  students	  
•  A	  leader	  in	  Jokko,	  the	  Economic	  Interest	  Group	  in	  Sokone	  
•  A	  technician	  from	  the	  Union	  for	  the	  Conserva<on	  of	  Nature,	  

the	  organiza<on	  largely	  responsible	  for	  implemen<ng	  
ecotourism	  in	  the	  Delta	  

•  The	  Chief	  of	  the	  Natural	  Resource	  Management	  division	  in	  
the	  Senegalese	  Environmental	  Ministry	  

I	  used	  my	  Dinah	  Dodds	  grant	  to	  conduct	  field	  
research	  and	  interviews	  towards	  my	  Senior	  thesis.	  
I	  explored	  the	  emergence	  of	  ecotourism	  in	  the	  
Sine	  Saloum	  Delta,	  specifically	  in	  the	  towns	  of	  

Sokone,	  Toubacouta,	  and	  Sangako.	  

Thanks	  to	  the	  Dinah	  Dodds	  grant,	  I	  was	  able	  to	  
gather	  field	  data	  and	  forge	  important	  

rela<onships	  to	  help	  me	  answer	  my	  thesis	  
ques<on:	  How	  does	  ecotourism,	  as	  an	  agent	  of	  
both	  conserva6on	  and	  development,	  impact	  
power	  rela6ons	  between	  actors	  in	  the	  Sine	  
Saloum	  Delta?	  I	  have	  not	  yet	  formalized	  my	  	  

conclusion,	  but	  see	  evidence	  of	  a	  shiN	  in	  agency	  
from	  locals	  to	  tourists	  and	  global	  ins<tu<ons.	  	  

Ecotourism	  is	  a	  development	  strategy	  
and	  a	  form	  of	  “sustainable	  tourism.”	  
It	  aQempts	  to	  create	  a	  system	  in	  

which	  tourists’	  consump<on	  prac<ces	  
benefit	  the	  place	  they	  are	  visi<ng.	  

Ecotourists	  consume	  only	  local	  foods,	  
services,	  and	  goods,	  thereby	  

s<mula<ng	  the	  local	  economy.	  Their	  
money	  is	  directed	  towards	  

developmental	  projects	  in	  the	  
community	  (such	  as	  mangrove	  
reforesta<on,	  adult	  educa<on,	  
recycling	  and	  compost	  systems,	  

handicap	  centers,	  and	  the	  funding	  of	  
Protected	  Areas).	  	  

Ecotourism	  offers	  economic	  
incen<ves	  for	  locals	  to	  support	  
environmental	  and	  cultural	  

conserva<on.	  A	  complex	  situa<on	  
arises	  in	  which	  locals,	  persuaded	  to	  
accept	  ecotourism	  for	  its	  monetary	  
contribu<ons,	  can	  lose	  agency	  in	  

determining	  their	  material	  and	  social	  
reali<es.	  Some	  signs	  of	  this	  are:	  

•  Crea<on	  of	  jobs	  based	  on	  
hospitality	  leads	  to	  community	  
dependency	  on	  tourists.	  

•  Implementa<on	  of	  Protected	  
Areas	  and	  Heritage	  Sites	  limits	  
exploita<on	  and	  produc<on	  on	  
the	  land.	  

•  Ins<tu<onal	  voices	  that	  profit	  
from	  conserva<on	  measures	  
impose	  values	  of	  cultural	  and	  
environmental	  conserva<on	  on	  
locals.	  

This	  project	  opened	  my	  eyes	  to	  the	  complexi<es	  of	  cultural	  exchange	  and	  global	  trade.	  I	  hope	  my	  conclusions	  will	  contribute	  new	  perspec<ves	  
and	  data	  towards	  conversa<ons	  about	  the	  goals	  and	  impacts	  of	  ecotourism	  for	  both	  tourists	  and	  locals.	  Thank	  you	  for	  this	  opportunity!	  


