
Video	  Conference	  Software	  Options	  
	  

	   Great	  for	  …	   Limitations	  …	   What’s	  
required	  

Ease	  of	  
Use	  

Google	  
Hangout	  

	  

• Cross	  platform	  calls	  
• Android	  devices	  
• Informal,	  small	  group	  meetings	  
• Screen	  sharing	  and	  real-‐time	  

collaboration	  	  

• Requires	  a	  google	  account	  
• Some	  features	  won’t	  work	  

with	  Google	  Apps	  (lclark)	  
accounts.	  

Google	  account	  
	  

Google	  Hangout	  
browser	  plug-‐in	  
or	  free	  App.	  

Easy	  

FaceTime	  

1	  to	  1	  calls	  between	  Apple	  devices	  

• Only	  works	  with	  Apple	  
devices	  

• Can’t	  text,	  exchange	  files,	  
or	  screen	  share	  

Apple	  ID	   Very	  Easy	  

	  

• Existing	  Skype	  users	  who	  don’t	  
have	  a	  Google	  account	  

• Basic	  screen	  sharing,	  text	  chat,	  
and	  file	  exchanges	  

• Cross-‐platform	  calls	  	  

• Initial	  installation/set	  up	  
relatively	  complicated	  

• Less	  reliable	  
• Moderate	  audio/video	  

quality	  

Skype	  software	  
	  

Skype	  account	  

Moderately	  
Easy	  

	  

	  


