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Craig Colbeck ’02- LC alum, 	

Recent Harvard Ph.D.
Okinawan Identity in the Japanization of 	

Karate: Emptying the Tang Hand	

In the 1920s, a foreign martial art arrived in 	

Tokyo−karate. Only decades later would it be called definitively
Japanese around the world. The process by which karate became a
“Japanese” martial art involved literally rewriting Okinawan history
and even the very name “karate”. The process also included the
creation of new martial-arts practices and the incorporation of Zen
philosophy into karate rhetoric. The presentation will describe how,
in their campaign to see karate established in mainland Japan,
Okinawan practitioners made positive use of their islands’ status as
the purported homeland of Japanese culture as they adapted to the
modern standards of martial arts, all to combat prevailing
stereotypes of Okinawan men as unmanly and uncultured.	

Tuesday, March 19th  5:00pm  Miller 105	

Cari Coe
Assistant Professor of International Affairs	

Minding the Metaphor:Vietnamese State-Run Press Coverage of Social
Movements Abroad	

This talk will discuss how the state-run, but commercialized press in
Vietnam provided online media coverage of three social movements
abroad in order to examine how the state attempts to manage
coverage that could be seen as metaphorically dangerous.	

Tuesday, April 16th  3:45pm  Howard 102	


Jennifer Hubbert
Assistant Professor of Anthropology	

The Cultural Politics of Memory:
Why Tank Man Still Matters	

In 1989, a lone protester stepped 	

out into the middle of the Avenue	

of Eternal Peace in Beijing, China	

and halted the forward progress of a column of Chinese tanks.
Nearby photographers captured the scene on film and the resulting
photograph has become one of the world’s most easily recognized
iconic images. In 2003, Time Magazine memorialized the Tank Man
photo as one of the “100 photos that changed the world.”	

The Tank Man photo quickly became a cipher for conversations
about human rights, democratic process and authoritarian
governance. This talk looks at contemporary appropriations of the
Tank Man photo to consider how the iconic image is being used in
the West in new ways, no longer solely as a reflection on China’s lack
of democracy and problematic human rights record, but also as a
reflection on a post 9/11 western world that has witnessed
decreasing civil rights, increased surveillance and censorship.	

Thursday, April 25th  5:00pm  Miller 102	


2013 EAS Seniors	

East Asian studies majors have been busy working on their senior
theses. Each year, seniors present their theses to faculty and
students at the end of the semester. This year’s presentations are
scheduled for 5:00pm on Tuesday, April 29th and
Thursday, May 1st. Below is a list of titles.	

Sage Cramer- The Controversy of Gaokao Reform: Contesting
Cultural Citizenship in China	


Changes to the Major/Minor	

For	
  students	
  interested	
  in	
  minoring,	
  we	
  have	
  
removed	
  the	
  language	
  requirement	
  for	
  the	
  minor.	
  	
  
Minors	
  must	
  now	
  take	
  two	
  "founda:on"	
  courses	
  on	
  
East	
  Asia	
  that	
  provide	
  a	
  compara:ve	
  perspec:ve	
  and	
  
three	
  general	
  courses	
  that	
  focus	
  on	
  Japan,	
  China	
  and/
or	
  Korea.	
  	
  The	
  major	
  is	
  changing	
  slightly	
  as	
  well,	
  with	
  
the	
  reduc:on	
  in	
  language	
  requirements	
  to	
  two	
  years.	
  

Faculty Updates	

Keith Dede was honored to be part of a team of
people that assisted the late Jerry Norman (1936-2012)
in the completion of his latest Manchu- English
dictionary, A Comprehensive Manchu-English Dictionary,
published 2013 at the Harvard University Asian Center.
The dictionary is a substantial revision of his 1978
dictionary, A Manchu-English Lexicon, which was the
essential resource for a generation of Manchu scholars
and historians of Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) China. This
dictionary promises to be the primary tool for the next
generation of scholars in those fields. As Marc C. Elliott,
The Mark Schwarz Professor of Chinese and Inner Asian
History at Harvard University, writes in a preface to the
new dictionary, this work, like “Nelson” and “Matthews”.
will be known as the new “Norman”, in which “the
author’s surname stands, immortally, for the work. 	

Andrew Bernstein continues to work on his
“environmental biography” of Mt. Fuji, now entitled Fuji:
A Volcano in the Making. He will give a talk on his Fuji
project at Harvard in April and present his research on
the militarization of the grasslands surrounding Fuji at
the annual meeting of the International Association for
the Study of the Commons which will be held in Japan
in June. 	

Cari Coe will be spending the summer preparing to
lead the Vietnam Study abroad program in Fall 2014. She
is working on some research on Vietnamese news
coverage of deforestation and some new research on
Vietnam’s National Assembly.	

Jennifer Hubbert will be giving talks on her
research on Confucian Institutes at the Association for
Asian Studies in San Diego in March and at the
University of Oregon in April.	

Dawn Odell was invited to the University of Utah this
semester to discuss her work on Chinese-Dutch artistic
relationships in the early modern period. She focused
her talk on an early seventeenth-century European print
of a Chinese poetic painting of the Xiao Xiang Rivers.
She also visited Beloit College to help publicize the
Fulbright Scholars Exchange program and the new
Fulbright initiatives in Asia. This summer, Dawn will take
up a fellowship at the University of Chicago and pursue
research in the University’s rare book and East Asian
studies collections.	


	


Destiny Fox- Pokemon: Gamer Mentality and the Monopolized
Japanese Family Structure	

	


Joshua Kaplan- Atomic Anxieties: Discourses on Nuclear Risk in the
Wake of Fukushima	

	


Laura Nash- Modeling Creative Citizens Through Art Education in
Contemporary China	

	


Diane Nguyen- Beyond the Buzzer: Soft Power in Chinese
Basketball	



Megan Sadler- Cross Strait Treasure Politics:Wenewu Driven Display
in Taiwan and China	

	


Abby Smith- Wandering out of the Clinic, out of the Club: Hourou
Musuko Transgendered in Language and Discourse in Japanese Popular
Media	


Follow us on
Facebook	


