
 
 
Dear Lewis & Clark Student, 
 
Welcome to Exploration and Discovery, the CollegeÕs first-year core program; youÕll often hear 
it called ÒE&D.Ó 
 
This yearÕs kickoff eventÑ ÒThe Stories We TellÓÑ takes place on Friday, August 31, in Agnes 
Flanagan Chapel at 1:30pm. Attended by all E&D students and faculty, this plenary event 
features a panel of Lewis & Clark faculty from different disciplines: Bryan Sebok, Assistant 
Professor of Rhetoric and Media Studies; Liz Stanhope, Associate Professor of Mathematics; and 
Bruce Suttmeier, Associate Professor of Japanese. 
 
Many aspects of intellectual and academic inquiry involve stories. We may gather data from 
stories related in books, films, or interviews; we may analyze and interpret stories to reach an 
understanding of historical events, personalities, and natural phenomena; and we often cannot 
make sense of our world without weaving its disparate elements into a coherent narrative. To 
consume or produce a story is a deceptively simple act, however, one that upon reflection raises 
many questions. What does it mean for a story to be ÒfictionÓ or Ònon-fiction,Ó true or false? 
How do we decide what is included or excluded from a given story? What would it look like to 
tell the complete story of a single event, let alone a whole life, era, nation, or civilization?  How 
much control do we have over the meaning and implications of our stories? 
 
In the spirit of the liberal arts, we bring together a variety of perspectives in considering our 
topic. Bryan Sebok will focus on the ways that various media, especially film, both allow us to 
share our stories and entangle us in webs of narrative; Liz Stanhope asks us to consider the 
counterintuitive yet intimate interrelation of stories and numbers in mathematical reasoning and 
problem solving; and Kristin Fujie will explore the transformation in storytelling that 
accompanied the shift toward modernity.  
 
Inquiry in the liberal arts runs both broad and deep. By introducing ÒstoriesÓ to you, we 
introduce you to the breadth and depth of your year in Exploration and Discovery, your four 
years at Lewis & Clark College, and a distinctly liberal path through the world. 
 
Welcome! 
 
Paul Powers 
Director, Exploration and Discovery 


